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November 1891 
“How the Word Came” The Home Missionary, 3. 


E. J. Waggoner 


Keeping in mind the text which we read last month,-“All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God,”-we will place by the side of it the 
following from 2 Peter 1:27: “For the prophecy came not in old time 
by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.”HOM/ November 1891, page 243.1 


In a later article we shall consider more fully the scope of the word 
“prophecy;” but here it is sufficient to note that the statement made 
in regard to the prophecy, must be applicable to all Scripture, since 
it is all given by the inspiration, or breathing, of God. The Scriptures, 
therefore, did not originate from men, but from the Holy Spirit. this 
must settle the question as to whether or not the Scriptures are in 
any degree the reflection of the ignorance or the prejudice of the 
men who wrote them; for he who would claim that they are, must 
take the position that the Holy Spirit is capable of being moved by 
human prejudice, or that it cannot utter words of perfect, divine truth 
through an imperfect instrument. But that would be to degrade the 
Holy Spirit to the level of man.HOM/ November 1891, page 243.2 


It is not our business to inquire how the Spirit of God could speak 
through a human instrument without destroying his individuality, and 
still the message be wholly divine. That is a mystery that rests only 
in the power of God. We accept it just as we accept the mystery of 
the incarnation of Christ, without attempting to explain it.HOM/ 
November 1891, page 243.3 


When we have our attention specially directed to the fact that the 
Scriptures proceed wholly from the Spirit of God, we cannot fail to 
be struck with the frequency with which the statement occurs in the 
Bible, let us not a few instances.HOM/ November 1891, page 243.4 


“Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, 
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and the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of 
Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, The Spirit of the Lord 
spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.” 2 Samuel 23:1, 2. 
David spoke the word, but it was the word of God.HOM/ November 
1891, page 243.5 


Again, 7 Peter 1:10, 11: “Of which salvation the prophets have 
inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you; searching what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow.” Who was it that testified? It was not the prophets 
themselves, but the Spirit of Christ that was in the prophets. The 
prophets did not understand the full import of the things that the 
Spirit testified through them, but had to study their own 
writings. HOM! November 1891, page 243.6 


Notice in the following scriptures how carefully the distinction is 
made between the men who were used as instruments, and the 
source whence the revelation came:-HOM/ November 1891, page 
243.7 


Acts 28:25, 26: “Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet 
unto our fathers, saying, Go unto this people and say, Hearing ye 
shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and 
shall not perceive.” HOM/ November 1891, page 243.8 


Acts 1:16: “Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been 
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before 
concerning Jesus, which was guide to them that took Jesus.”"HOM/ 
November 1891, page 243.9 


Acts 4:24, 25: “Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all that in them is; who by the mouth of thy 
servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine vain things?”HOMI November 1891, page 243.10 


Luke 1:68-70: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited 
and redeemed his people, ... as he spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets, which have been since the world began.”HOM/ November 
1891, page 243.11 





Acts 3:20, 21: “And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was 
preached unto you; whom the heaven must receive until the times 
of restitution of all things, which God hath spoke by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began.”HOM/ November 1891, 
page 243.12 


In all the preceding texts the prophet is mentioned as the 
mouthpiece of the Spirit of God; but in the following quotation from 
Jeremiah 31:33, the prophet is ignored, and the credit is given 
directly to the Holy Spirit:-HOM/ November 1891, page 243.13 


“Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us; for after that he 
had said before, This is the covenant that | will make with them after 
those days, saith the Lord, | will put my laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds will | write them.” Hebrews 10:15, 16.HOMI/ November 
1891, page 243.14 


Who gave this witness?-The Holy Ghost. The prophet Jeremiah 
was used as the instrument of transmitting it to the people; but it 
came so directly from the Holy Spirit that Jeremiah could without 
injustice be ignored in giving credit for the words. And so we learn 
that, since the Scriptures came not by the will of man, but that “men 
spake from God, being moved by the Holy Ghost,” the word which 
they spoke is not the word of man, but is indeed the word of 
God.HOMI November 1891, page 243.15 


“How Shall We Reach the Jews?” The Home Missionary, 3. 


E. J. Waggoner 


This question is doubtless one of the most difficult to solve of any 
that are presented to the Christian missionary. There is probably no 
other class of people so indifferent to Christianity as are the Jews. 
While | have had, personally, no experience whatever, even in 
attempting to reach them with the gospel, | give, in response to a 
request, a few thoughts that have suggested themselves to me as | 
have studied the Bible. HOM/ November 1891, page 248.1 


First, however, a word as to the reasons why so little has been 
accomplished in the past. It is true that the mass of the Jewish 





people heard him when he came; yet “the common people heard 
him gladly,” and after the apostle received the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, thousands of Jews believed. Systematic persecution was 
carried on by the Jews against Paul, and yet in nearly every place 
where he went, if any Jews were there, a few of them believed. This 
should convince us that when the gospel goes with the same purity 
and power, it will again have the same effect.4OM/ November 
1891, page 248.2 


But the mystery of iniquity that worked even in Paul’s day, soon 
developed into the papacy, the sentiment of which was that 
expressed by Constantine, the great apostle of the papacy; namely, 
“Let us have nothing in common with that detestable people, the 
Jews.” Now when we remember that for hundreds of years 
Catholicism stood before the world claiming to be Christianity itself, 
it is no wonder that the Jews in Europe have an aversion to 
Christianity. Even to this day they are hated and persecuted, 
instead of sought after, by a large portion of the professed Christian 
church.HOMI/ November 1891, page 248.3 


In America the Jews have always had the fullest liberty, yet the Jew 
rarely becomes a Christian. And the reason for this is not difficult to 
find. There are two classes of Jews-those who hold to the writings 
of Moses, and strictly observe the Sabbath, and those who are 
practically infidel in regard to the entire Old Testament, whose 
synagogue service is little more than a club arrangement. The 
latter, having repudiated everything except money-making, naturally 
scoff at Christianity; and the former well know that that which 
presents itself to them as Christianity, ignores some of the plainest 
doctrines of the Holy Scriptures, notably the Sabbath. Indeed, the 
entire Old Testament is so largely ignored, or considered as 
obsolete, by so large a portion of professed Christians, that it is no 
wonder that orthodox Jews are not attracted toward Christianity. 
The type of Christianity with which they are most familiar, does not 
recommend itself to them.HOM/ November 1891, page 248.4 


But from the gospel record, as already to, it seems as though 
something might yet be done for this people, especially in Europe 
and Asia, and the following seems to me to be the line to be 
followed for success.HOM/ November 1891, page 248.5 





Those who labor for them must recognize the Old Testament as the 
word of God. They must not consider it as an incomplete, vague, or 
shadowy revelation, but as being indeed the “Scriptures of truth,” 
containing everything necessary to make the one who believes it 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. They must 
recognize the fact that the New Testament contains no new 
revelation, but that it only gives the life of Christ, of which the 
prophets wrote, as a living reality. 4OM/ November 1891, page 
248.6 


The successful evangelist among the Jews must be a thorough 
student of the Old Testament. The apostles preached the gospel 
from the Old Testament. At Thessalonica, Paul reasoned out of the 
Scriptures (the Old Testament), proving from them that Jesus Christ 
exactly fulfilled their requirement. So we, from the light that the 
Spirit gives us, must be able to preach Christ from the Old 
Testament as clearly as from the New. Jesus says that Moses 
wrote of him; we must learn to recognize Christ throughout all the 
writings of Moses. When we learn to recognize the “gospel of the 
kingdom” as clearly in Isaiah and the other prophets, as in the 
Gospels and the Revelation, then we may hope for more success 
among the Jews.HOM!/ November 1891, page 248.7 


The life of Christ as described in the Gospels, has never been 
impeached as a matter of history. Infidels admit the record as 
authentic; for the first infidel writer, who lived in the third century, did 
not attempt to deny the record. “This thing was not done in a 
corner,” and we may tell the story of Christ’s life and death and 
resurrection as boldly as did the early disciples. But to this end we 
must be as familiar with it as they were. Christ must be revealed in 
us, and must appear openly crucified among us, as he did to the 
Galatians. His life must be a living reality to us, so that we can walk 
with him over the hills of Judea, and by the Sea of Galilee, 
beholding every act, as did the early disciples, and by the aid of the 
Spirit seeing in them that which they did not see until after 
Pentecost. Then Christ can be preached with power.HOWM! 
November 1891, page 248.8 


Further, we must recognize the fact that to preach “Christ and him 
crucified” is the sum of the “gospel of the kingdom,” or, as it is 





commonly known among us, the third angel’s message. We must 
show to the Jews more in the Sabbath of the fourth commandment 
than they have ever seen. We must show them its relation to the life 
of Christ, that they may learn from it to know God who sanctifies 
them.HOMI November 1891, page 248.9 


We must ourselves realize as never before the meaning of the 
statement that God is the “God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.” We must remember that “the hope of the 
promise made of God unto the fathers” is our only hope, and must 
be able to show from the covenant that God made with Abraham, 
the sacrifice of Christ, justification by faith and not by works, the 
coming of Christ, the resurrection of the dead, and the new heavens 
and the new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. We must see so 
clearly that it is a reality to us, that the work of this message is the 
same work that He began to do by Moses and Aaron, when he sent 
them to deliver Israel from Egyptian bondage; that in this work he is 
simply setting his hand the second time to lead his people into the 
promised land. Recognizing this, we shall be in a position to learn 
from God’s dealings with Israel just what he wanted them to 
learn.HOMI November 1891, page 248.10 


Standing with the thousands of Israel at the base of Sinai, and 
listening anew to God’s voice as he declares his law, we must be 
able to show them that in the giving of that law the gospel was 
preached in thunder tones. They must be made to see that all the 
circumstances of the giving of the law show that by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified. They must see that the law has only 
condemnation and death, and that the righteousness of God which 
is assured to believers in the promise and oath of God to Abraham, 
must come as a free gift from God.HOM/ November 1891, page 
249.1 


These suggestions simply point out briefly the general line to be 
pursued. It is the line that gave the apostles all the success that 
they had; therefore it is not presented as an untried plan. It will be 
seen that few, if any, possess at present the necessary preparation 
for such a work; but the God of Abraham and of Israel is with us in 
the work, and he is waiting to clothe his servants with the Holy Spirit 
of power, even as in the days of old.HOM/ November 1891, page 
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E. J. WAGGONER. 





December 1891 


“The Spirit of Prophecy” The Home Missionary, 3. 


E. J. Waggoner 


“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 
1:21.HOMI December 1891, page 269.1 


One of the strongest proofs of the divinity of the word of God is the 
fulfillment of prophecy. Everybody knows that it requires 
supernatural skill to foretell future events. Men may conjecture, with 
a possibility that they may guess right, in part; but when events are 
recorded in detail, hundreds of years before they occur, men must 
admit that it is only by the power of God.HOM/ December 1891, 
page 269.2 


The reader may now hastily say: “That is all very well as far as 
prophecy is concerned, but it does not prove anything for the 
remaining portions of the Bible; it does not require the special 
power of God to enable one to write history; anybody can record 
what takes place before his eyes.” A little experience, or even a little 
reflection, will show any one that it is not as easy to write accurate 
history as some people imagine. It is one thing to describe a thing 
as it appears, and quite another thing to give the exact truth 
concerning it. but the whole question, so far as the Bible is 
concerned, is settled by a consideration of what is comprehended 
by the term “prophecy.”HOM!/ December 1891, page 269.3 


First, what is a prophet? This is answered by a comparison of 
Exodus 4:10-16 and 7:7. We will summarize the first mentioned 
passage, and not quote it entire. The Lord had told Moses to go to 
Egypt to deliver his people, but Moses had objected because he 
was not eloquent. When the Lord removed this objection, by saying 
that he had made man’s mouth, thus implying that he can quicken 
the stammering tongue, Moses still begged off. Then the Lord told 
Moses that his brother Aaron was coming to meet him, and that he 
should speak with Aaron and put words in his mouth; “and | will be 
with thy mouth and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall 
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do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people; and he shall 
be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be 
to him instead of God.” The Revised Version renders this last, “He 
shall be to thee a mouth, and thou shalt be to him as God.”HOWM/ 
December 1891, page 269.4 


Now turn to Exodus 7:1: “And the Lord said to Moses, See, | have 
made thee a god to Pharaoh; and Aaron thy brother shall be thy 
prophet.” Aaron was a prophet to Moses, because he was his 
spokesman; he was in the place of a mouth to Moses. Therefore, a 
prophet is one who speaks for another; and a prophet of God is one 
who speaks for God, or through whom God speaks. It follows, also, 
that prophecy is anything that is spoken for God-whatever one 
speaks from God. Prophecy need not necessarily be a direct 
prediction of some future event; but if God speaks through a man, 
even to tell a thing that is past, that is prophecy. Recall the fact that 
the Samaritan woman perceived that Jesus was a prophet, because 
he told her what had already taken place. See John 4:17-19.HOMI 
December 1891, page 269.5 


Read now Romans 15:4: “For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope.” Also 7 Corinthians 
10:11: “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples; 
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come.” The things that happened to the Israelites are 
recorded for our admonition; they were not written for their sake, but 
for our sake. In every circumstance in life we can find in the sacred 
history something that will exactly meet the case, and furnish 
instruction or reproof. The Scriptures equip a man for every good 
work. In the history of God’s dealing with his people in the past, we 
have warning and instruction for every possible circumstance that 
can arise in our experience.HOM/ December 1891, page 269.6 


Now compare the foretelling of the events that are taking place in 
these last days, with the recording of the history. In the history of 
God’s dealing with his people in the past, we have warning and 
instruction for every possible circumstance that can arise in our 
experience. HOMI December 1891, page 269.7 
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Now compare the foretelling of the events that are taking place in 
these last days, with the recording of the history. In the former we 
readily recognize supernatural power. We know that nothing less 
than divine wisdom could so accurately have foretold the things that 
are now taking place. Well, then, what but the same divine wisdom 
could have moved the men who wrote the historical narratives to 
select out of the events of hundreds of years just those things that 
should exactly fit when the things foretold should come to pass? Is 
it not clear that there is the same miracle in the one case that there 
is in the other?HOMI/ December 1891, page 269.8 


Only divine wisdom can know the truth of what is taking place. Men 
look at things as they seem to be; God looks at them as they are. 
That in the Bible we have the exact truth concerning the things of 
the past, is shown by the fact that the record exactly fits the cases 
of all men in all times. The history was written by One who knows 
the heart of man and man’s needs. And no one but God could 
select, out of the multitudes of events, the things that cover every 
case, and not have a single unnecessary thing.4OM/ December 
1891, page 269.9 


Inasmuch as divine wisdom and power are infinitely above human 
comprehension, we cannot compare miracles so as to tell which are 
greatest, and which are the least. The least of them, if there be any 
least, is infinite, but all infinities are equal to finite minds. So of the 
miracle of inspiration: we may not compare different portions of the 
Scriptures, and say that this required less of the power of the Spirit 
than that; for “who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath 
been his counselor?” Romans 11:34. “All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” It all came from the same Spirit of God. 
Therefore no man can any more compare or contrast two portions 
of Scripture than he can fathom the mind of God.HOM/ December 
1891, page 269.10 


So we see that the spirit of prophecy is in all the revelation of God, 
from the first verse of Genesis to the last verse of the book of 
Revelation. Sacred history is prophecy. Since the world began, God 
has been speaking by the mouth of his holy prophets (Luke 7:70), 
and it was the prophets that wrote the history. It was the Spirit of 
Christ that was in the prophets. 7 Pefer 7:17. Thus it was all “the 
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testimony of Jesus;” and “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.”HOM/ December 1891, page 270.1 


E. J. W. 
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